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Brief description

The introduction of multiple and simultaneous advisory opinion processes has been considered
as a potential driving force for changing the field of international climate change law. In the
past two years, the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the world’s top court on all matters of
public international law, the International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) and the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I-ACtHR) have issued landmark opinions trying to
determine the obligations of States in relation to climate change law. Additionally, the African
Court on Human and Peoples Rights (ACtHPR) is in the process of hearing submissions by
States, Organisations, and experts with its Advisory Opinion being expected later in 2026.
These Advisory Opinions have been hailed as necessary steps for the progress and adaptation
of international law in the needs of climate change in the following years.

More than a year after the last of the Advisory Opinions, it is useful to take stock of their
contribution to the processes of narrating climate change through international law as well as
their missed opportunities and unanswered questions. This two-day initiative will try to bring
together scholars and academics to evaluate the progress and change achieved owing to the
advisory opinions in relation to climate change governance.

The event will consist of four main clusters, each pertaining to a main topic of interest in
relation to the narratives of international climate change law in the post-AO era and a final
roundtable regarding the issue of human rights and climate change law. In order to foster a
truly dialogical approach, each cluster will comprise of two parts: first, early and later-career
scholars and researchers will be able to present their ideas and/or projects relating to the topic
of the cluster; second, commentators specializing in each field will discuss their ideas and
provide points of consideration.

Cluster 1: The adjudication of international law through the climate change crisis

This cluster will address questions on the application of general principles of public
international law in the area of climate change based on the AOs. Relevant issues that could be
addressed under this cluster involve:
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The legal status of the Paris Agreement within the general system of international law
following the AOs by all three courts and tribunals.

The status and role of international customary law in relation to mitigation and
management of climate change on the domestic and international planes alike.

The (renewed) role and context of obligations of result and due diligence obligations
according to the courts and tribunals.

The courts’ approaches to the legal principles of lex specialis and lex posterior in
relation to the applicable law.

The obligations erga omnes and the law of State responsibility.

Treaty interpretation and regime interaction between climate change law and other
areas (human rights, law of the sea) in domestic and international practice.

Cluster 2: The unequal narratives on climate change actors in the AOs

This cluster can address issues that did not receive the same attention in all the Advisory
Opinions issued so far; in other words, this cluster will address ‘who’ might lay in the periphery
of the discussion and why. Issues addressed in the submissions for this cluster might refer to:

The legal status of the environment as a protected legal entity under climate change
law.

The right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment in the judicial practice of the
three AOs and/or in comparison with other international bodies’ initiatives on the
matter.

The environment and climate as global commons.

The protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and communities, as well as those of
other vulnerable groups in relation to climate change, including the use of scientific
knowledge.

Issues of intergeneration equity, future generations, and historical responsibilities for
the current climate crisis, including the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities.

Cluster 3: Areas of international law left unaddressed by the Advisory Opinions

This cluster will address in more detail the areas of international law that the various
international courts did not properly address in their Advisory Opinions; in other words, the
cluster will try to answer the question of ‘what’ was left unsaid and why. Areas of interest for
discussion in this cluster might include:

Opportunities and challenges stemming from international trade law and trade
institutions in the implementation of the pronouncements of the AOs.

International investment law and arbitration as areas reconfigured through the
pronouncements of the AOs.

International energy law, tax law, and green transition initiatives.

International humanitarian law and the law of armed conflict as impacted by the AOs’
content.



Cluster 4: The Advisory Opinions as a renewed matrix of climate governance

This cluster will try to examine the role that the Advisory Opinions have played in the
governance of climate change. Relevant issues might include, among others:

e The extent and quality of the judicial dialogue among various courts and tribunals both
during the process of delivering the AOs and in their aftermath.

e Issues of fragmentation of international climate change law.

e Possible trickle-down effects of the AOs both within legal systems as well as during
political and international processes.

e Potentials and pitfalls from the use of the AOs in domestic and international strategic
climate litigation.

e Participatory rights and green democracy in light of the AOs.
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Submission Guidelines

Interested participants are invited to submit abstracts of their intended papers of no more than
500 words by 1 July 2026. Please include the following information in your submission:

- Title of the contribution;

- Author(s) name(s), country of origin, and affiliation(s);
- A short bio (maximum 150 words);

- Contact information;

- Indication of the preferred cluster of participation

Whilst emphasis will be given to early-career researchers, we encourage submissions from
scholars in all career levels, and from all geographical areas and universities.

Evaluation Criteria

Abstracts will be selected on the basis of the following criteria: their alignment with the
conference description, the overall coherence of the conference and its panels, and the
originality and significance of the issues to be examined in the paper.

Selected participants will be notified by e-mail until 20 July 2026, and their participation is
conditional upon submitting a full draft paper between 8,000-10,000 words by 1 November
2026. Accepted participants are required to present their research at the workshop and will get
feedback from commentators.

Selected submissions will be considered for publication in a special issue of a peer reviewed
journal or collective volume.

Fees and Funding



There is no registration fee for the conference. Due to funding constraints, a limited number of
financial assistance in the form of travel grants, including accommodation, will be made
available to early-career researchers. Please indicate in your application whether you are
applying for a travel grant.

Steering Committee and Contact Information
Emmanouela Doussis, Vassilis Pergantis, Christos Zois

For inquiries and abstract submissions, please contact: ccaos_conf2026@law.auth.gr



